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Virginia Stoops is originally from Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Virginia’s parents arrived in Tulsa 
prior to statehood. Her father was Secretary-
Treasurer of a group of California-owned oil 
companies and her mother taught piano at 
what is now the University of Tulsa. Both of 
them realized the value of travel and spent 
many summers in Colorado, Chatauqua, New 
York, Chicago, and at the New Jersey shore. 

Virginia’s relationship with jcpenney began 
through an uncle who knew Mr. Penney and 
owned the buildings for a few stores in central 
Missouri.

Doyle and Virginia met just prior to his recall 
into the Navy. Doyle served aboard the USS 
Repose, a hospital ship stationed off the 
coast of Pusan, Korea. He returned after 
a year of service. Doyle and Virginia were 
married and came to California to start his 
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career with jcpenney in Santa Barbara, with 
Charlie Logan, and later, Dom Aldecoa. From 
there he went to Bellflower then moved up 
to Manager of Ontario, El Monte, Norwalk, 
finally retiring out of Garden Grove. Each 
store was a “family affair.” Through the years 
the whole family participated in helping do 
the monthly department inventories, gift 
wrapping at Christmas time, and janitorial 
duties on Sundays. They also built a shoe 
wall, and put together some great store 
parties and picnics.

When Doyle retired in 1985, he and Virginia 
became very active with the H.C.S.C. 
Founder’s Club in Southern California. It 
was not long after that that Kirk Kirkeby and 
Doyle decided overnight meetings would 
help the club grow. Outings were planned to 
the Nethercutt Museum, the Nixon Library, 
and a weekend in Solvang plus golfing in 
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San Diego, a bus trip to Bryce Canyon and 
Zion National Parks, along with numerous 
lunches and dinners. In 1994, Doyle served 
as chairman of the convention in San Diego, 
on Harbor Island, hosted by our local meeting 
group.

When Doyle took over the chairmanship of 
the H.C.S.C. Foundation, he and Virginia 
teamed with Fred & Evelyn Smith to promote 
it to the retired managers of the company. 
Most days involved writing or talking to 
the recipients, and “beating the drums” for 
contributions. This was one of the most 
rewarding part of their lives and to see it still 
growing is a dream come true. Virginia serves 
on the Board of Directors of the Club and the 
Foundation so that she may continue to be a 
part of The Penney Idea.

Virginia has numerous interests which keep 
her active as a volunteer with the Assistance 
League of Fullerton and their philanthropies, 
as well as the Thrift Store that supports them. 
She has served in her church for 18 years as 
secretary of the Council/Board of Trustees, 
and has been a member of P.E.O. for over 60 
years.

Her three sons have interesting careers—
Martin recently retired as a VP from 
National Steel and Ship Building in San 
Diego; Edmond owns Litigation Arts and 
Science, a graphics company for courtroom 
exhibits and consulting; and Mike is with 
Disneyland as a video director for external 
and internal communications. Viriginia has 9 
grandchildren and they bring her a great deal 
of pride and joy over the years.


