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Ron Hudnall was born Christmas Day 1938, 
in Muscatine, Iowa. He graduated from MHS 
in 1956 and although “pressured” to enroll at 
the University of Iowa, Ron chose a different 
path. Instead of enrolling, two months after 
graduation, at age 17, he hitched a ride to Long 
Beach, CA, arriving with $167.00...no family in 
California and no job prospects. He rented a 
room and immediately began his job search. 
Penney’s was opening a new store in downtown 
Long Beach, so Ron applied and was hired to 
work in the stockroom. He remained there for 
two years. He was told that if he would go to 
college and get a degree, the company would 
promote him to management trainee. Ron 
wasn’t interested in going to school, but did 
want to be a trainee. Eventually, management 
relented and offered him a trainee position at 
age 19.

Long Beach Penney’s was a great store for 
a trainee. The store manager was Vern Fay; 
John Twitchell was the assistant manager. 
When John was promoted, A. R. (Al) Johnson 
replaced him, and W. R. (Bill) Lewis eventually 
replaced Al. Division managers were Stan 
Lichtenstein, Jim Madigan and Charley Miles 
– all outstanding merchants. They were “item 

merchants.” All of these men set a fast pace. 
They either walked very fast or they were in a 
slow run. Ron adapted this fast pace, a pace 
that remains with him today. He also followed 
their merchandising philosophy of “item 
merchandising/item exploitation” throughout his 
career.

In the summer of ’59, a tall, beautiful, blond, 
17 year old girl named Karen reported to the 
home furnishings department, where Ron was 
in-training. It was love at first sight and they 
started dating immediately. Ron was in the 
Long Beach store for 5 years, until June 1961, 
when he was promoted to assistant manager in 
Canoga Park. He was 22 years old and now “on 
comp.” With the long distance move to Canoga 
Park, Ron proposed to Karen. On September 2, 
1961 they married in Long Beach and recently 
celebrated their 51st anniversary.

Ron received his draft notice the day he and 
Karen got married and after basic training, 
Ron was sent to the Canal Zone. Karen joined 
him and for the next 19 months, they lived 
in Panama. Returning to the United States 
in January 1964, Ron was assigned to the 
Granada Hills, CA store, remaining there for five 
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years. Then to Santa Paula for seven months 
to close the store. From there to Azusa as the 
assistant manager, then Montclair for five years 
as GMM, and then to Puente Hills in 1975 as 
GMM.

In 1976, Ron was promoted to District 
Personnel Manager for the Los Angeles Area, 
reporting, one more time to Al Johnson, the 
Los Angeles area manager. At that time, 
Penney’s had 58 stores in the greater L. A. 
area. Stan Newton was the other DPM and 
they had shared responsibility with 29 stores 
each. In 1977 Ron was promoted to District 
Merchandiser for soft line stores. The following 
year, Ron was promoted to Regional Career 
Development Coordinator, reporting to Regional 
Personnel Manager, Terry Prindiville. In 1979, 
Al Johnson, now Western Regional Manager, 
promoted Ron to Regional Merchandising 
Manager for menswear and family shoes, 
a position he held for four years. Ken Ogg 
followed Al Johnson as regional president and 
it was Ken who promoted Ron to his first (and 
only) store manager assignment, store 2109-7 
in Bellevue, WA. Bob Karrer was the District 
Manager and a true Penney Partner to Ron 
and his team. Ron was manager in Bellevue for 

14 years, until he retired in January 1998.

Ron and Karen stayed in Bellevue for four years 
after retiring, then decided to return to southern 
California. They relocated to San Clemente, 
where they have lived for 10 years. Of the many 
places they have lived, San Clemente is their 
favorite. Living in a 55+ community has made 
it easy to make new friends and to stay busy 
with the many activities offered. Ron stays 
busy as a member of the recreation committee 
and hosting wine-tastings, with attendance 
ranging from 56 to 72 people. The wine tasting 
events are immediate sellouts and are the most 
popular events in their community. Karen stays 
busy by volunteering with Children’s Hospital of 
Orange County.

They have two wonderful sons, Todd, who 
has lived in Madrid, Spain for 20 years and 
Barry, who lives near them in Rancho Santa 
Margarita. They have one granddaughter, 
Brooke. Because of Todd living in Europe, 
Ron and Karen have a compelling reason to 
travel to Europe, so that is their favorite travel 
destination.

Ron says: “The Penney Company has 
been very good to me. I came to California 
with nothing and the company gave me an 
opportunity to prove myself. I owe so much 
to my mentors and Penney Partners, who 
spent time developing my merchandising and 
management skills. But, the greatest treasure 
from the Penney Company was meeting Karen 
in the Long Beach store many years ago. This 
was a case of divine intervention. God has 
provided many blessings to my family and 
me. We have what we have because of Him. 
He has blessed us with the life-long, close 
friendships that started at Penney’s.”
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